[bookmark: _GoBack]BOTETOURT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Application for Independent Study


Name                                                                                                                                      	Date                                             

GPA                                            		Counselor’s Signature                                                                            


The Independent Study Program provides seniors and second semester juniors an opportunity to pursue a program of their own design in an area of special interest. The independent study may not be the equivalent of any course offered as part of the program of studies. Students receive one credit for course requirements equivalent to 140 hours of study and successful completion of a capstone project. Weighted credit will not be given.  Students must have at least a 3.0 GPA and submit an application for approval during the registration process. Enrollment is granted after the independent study committee approves the student application. 

What is an Independent Study?

An independent study is an educational tool that allows a student to explore an area of content in a self-directed learning format. It is designed to be a collaborative effort with a faculty member. Although the student is not involved in a normal classroom environment, a similar academic rigor is expected as in a regularly scheduled course. The course must be in addition to or an extension of a course offered in the program of studies.  The process will include:

1. The student first needs to consult with his/her guidance counselor to discuss the independent study—the need for it, the nature of the course, the fit into the student’s academic career plan, possible faculty members who could serve as the independent study advisor, etc. Once this initial step is satisfied, the student is authorized to complete the independent study application.

2. The student needs to identify a faculty member who is willing to serve as his/her independent study advisor (ISA).  The advisor will need expertise in the area the student wishes to study. The student will need to submit his/her application to the advisor for initial approval.

3. The student, in coordination with the ISA, creates an independent study proposal with the required elements summarized in the application information. The advisor and student will use the study proposal to create an abstract and syllabus for the proposed independent study.  The study proposal, abstract, and syllabus will be required as part of the application process.

4. The completed independent study proposal will be considered by a designated school committee (administrator, guidance counselor, instructional leader, independent study advisor). The student may register for the independent study program upon approval of the school committee.

5. Students will be required to log the hours of study, complete research assignments as directed by the ISA, and successfully present a culminating project that explains the independent study process and final outcome for the study (i.e., capstone project) to the designated school committee.


The following elements must be included and thoroughly addressed in the independent study proposal.

1.	Learning Objectives – learning objectives will describe what the student will learn, not what he/she will do. 

2.	Learning Strategies – describe how each objective will be accomplished, listing the potential target dates for completing each one.

3.	Learning Resources – list resources, such as books, periodicals, internet sites, and people. The student should generate approximately 10-12 resources for the proposal, which will later be refined in dialogue with his/her independent study advisor.

4.	Learning Evaluation – decide how the independent study will be evaluated each grading period. A capstone project will be required as a final cumulative project. The ISA will develop a rubric for evaluating the capstone project. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
Authorizations

Obtain the necessary signatures and attach your independent study proposal to this completed application. 

I have read and approve the learning objectives, objectives, strategies, resources and evaluation as addressed in this independent study proposal. Additionally, I agree to advise the named student, monitor his/her progress throughout the study, and evaluate assignments and the capstone project.

ISA Signature                                                                                               	Date                                            


I agree to complete course requirements equivalent to 140 hours of study and required assignments for the proposed independent study. I understand that the learning format of the independent study is self-directed and that my progress will be monitored and evaluated by my independent study advisor.  In addition, I understand that a capstone project is required and will be presented to a school committee for evaluation at the conclusion of the independent study.


Student Signature                                                                                       	 Date                                          
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Denied
 
                   
)


Independent Study Proposal
ATTACH AN ABSTRACT & SYLLABUS TO THE PROPOSAL
(Both documents must be typed.)

Student Name                                                                     	ISA                                                             

Title of Proposed Independent Study _______________________________________________
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